Structure Workshop
Exchange papers with a partner. Read the thesis, the first sentence of every paragraph, and the concluding paragraph of your partner’s paper ALOUD to them. Then discuss together the following questions. 
Overall: 

· When read in sequence, do these sentences produce a coherent argument that moves forward through a series of logical steps?

· If not, does the movement of the topic sentences suggest plot summary, many examples of the same point, or some other non-logical structure? 

· Would changing the order of sentences help? Are there any topic sentences that seem unnecessary?
· Does it feel like more steps/claims/ideas need to be added? Where and why? 

For the thesis: 

· Is the thesis an interpretive claim? 

· Is it debatable? What interpretation(s) is it arguing against?
· Does it seem important/interesting? What are the stakes of the claim? That is, how would our understanding of some issue change if the claim were true or false?
For the first sentence of every paragraph:

· Is it a debatable interpretive claim?

· If not, can you find another sentence in the paragraph that is? 

· Does it build on (or contrast with) the previous topic sentence claim and add something new to move the argument forward? 

For the conclusion:

· Does it add something to the thesis?

· Does it make a point that should be part of the thesis? 

