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Syllabus for “Methods and Research”
English 300/003, Fall 2016
Professor: 


Joel Slotkin




Class Meetings: 
TTh 11:00-12:15, LA 3211


Office Hours: 
TTh 12:30-2:00 and by appointment 

Office: 


LA 5356, (410) 704-2863

Mailbox:


LA 4210 (the English department office)


Email:


jslotkin@towson.edu



[The best way to reach me.]

Website:


http://wp.towson.edu/jslotkin/


Catalog Description:


Developing skills of textual analysis, writing, argument, and research necessary for the English major. Mastering literary and rhetorical vocabulary, a range of critical approaches, and writing the research paper. Topic varies depending upon instructor. Should be taken prior to other 300-400 level literature courses. 

Course Overview and Learning Goals: 

This course serves as an introduction to advanced study in the English major. It is intended to provide you with some of the tools you will need to succeed in upper-level English courses. We will focus primarily on two  related  skills: textual analysis and writing a literary research paper. This course is also your opportunity to start your major portfolio, which is a collection of your best work as an English major that you will add to throughout your college career and submit to the department during your capstone experience. 
Every section of English 300 focuses on a specific topic within the professor’s area of interest or expertise. We will examine John Milton’s epic Paradise Lost (1674), regarded by many as the greatest long poem ever written in English, and certainly one of the most influential works of English literature. The poem offers abundant opportunities for practicing textual analysis on a variety of topics. Moreover, in the centuries since its publication it has inspired a copious, and often contentious, body of literary criticism. Navigating this corpus will help you develop important research skills, such as locating, summarizing, evaluating, and properly citing secondary sources, as well as identifying, characterizing, and contributing to larger critical conversations. As we explore Paradise Lost and its scholarship, we will touch on a number of more specific or technical items important to studying literature: literary vocabulary, verse and syntax, library databases, etc. 
English 300 is intended to help get English majors with varying degrees of exposure to the skills and knowledge of the discipline on the same page. Some of you may find parts of this class very challenging, while others may find that we are reviewing skills and concepts you are already comfortable with. Please keep me informed about what you most need from the class, and be patient with classmates who may have different needs. It may help to keep in mind that the core English major skills of research, analysis, and writing are not pieces of knowledge that only need to be acquired once, but abilities developed and maintained through continual practice and exercise. 

Required Texts: 

· English major portfolio binder (available at the University textbook store)
· Milton, John. Paradise Lost: A Norton Critical Edition. Ed. Gordon Teskey. NY: W. W. Norton, 2005. [You must get this edition. It contains supplementary readings that you will need and that will be hard to acquire by other means.]
Recommended Text: 

· Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say / I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing. Third ed. NY: W. W. Norton, 2006. [Understanding the concepts in this book, especially the basic one embodied in the title, will be extremely helpful for writing research papers. I am making the book optional because it is expensive and we will not be spending class time on it.]
Course Requirements:

· 00%: English major portfolio and beginning reflection essay 
         (not graded but required to pass the course)
· 05%: Interpretive Exercise (2 paragraphs)
· 20%: Short Analytical Paper (900-1000 words)

· 10%: Annotated Bibliography (3 paragraphs)

· 35%: Research Paper (1800-2000 words)
· 05%: Draft / Retrospective Outline
· 30%: Final Version
· 05%: Final Exam Presentation (5 minutes)
· 25%: Class Participation (attendance, reading, discussion, and any work not listed above) 
To pass the course, you must complete all assignments listed above and maintain an adequate attendance record. Late work will be penalized (typically a full letter grade per week).
Attendance — Attendance is required and represents a significant portion of your participation grade. Lateness counts as at least 1/3 of an absence, more if you are very late. Unexcused absences will limit how high your participation grade can be. Four absences would place your participation grade in the C range at best; five would give you an F for participation. If you accumulate six or more unexcused absences, you will automatically fail the course. Please warn me if you plan to miss class, come late, or leave early, regardless of whether the absence is excused. 

Reading — You must allow time to read carefully and think about what you’ve read. Take notes while you read, and pay attention to how formal issues and figurative language affect the content, as well as to cultural and historical issues raised by the text. Before each class, you should come up with observations or questions about the reading. I may give quizzes, with or without warning, to make sure everyone is keeping up with the reading. 

Discussion — Please come to every class prepared to discuss the reading. Active, productive participation in discussion is required and graded. Public speaking is an important skill, and discussion often brings out ideas that you could not have formulated alone. If you have difficulty participating, you should talk to me about it in office hours. Although participation is ultimately your responsibility, I may call on people who do not talk much, and I will also try to create an atmosphere where everyone can feel comfortable sharing their ideas. 

Exercises — In addition to the major assignments listed, I may assign various exercises as needed, either in class or out of class. 

Portfolio — You will need to purchase the official binder for your major portfolio and write a short reflection essay about your goals for the major. 

Interpretive Exercise — This will be a short written assignment early in the semester that will help you start thinking about how to approach Milton’s language analytically.

Short Analytical Paper — This paper will give you an opportunity to practice developing a thesis and supporting it with close readings from the text, without having to worry about research. 
Annotated Bibliography — The annotated bibliography will give you practice locating, summarizing, and evaluating scholarly sources. 
Research Paper — The research paper will involve constructing an argument about Paradise Lost that also responds to recent scholarship on the poem. The project will require drafting and revision. 
Presentation — During the final exam period, you will give a five-minute oral presentation on your research paper project. Consider the differences between oral and written presentation, and focus on conveying your ideas in an efficient, substantive, and engaging way. Do prepare notes, but don’t read from them verbatim. 
Office Hours — I’m happy to discuss any questions you may have about the class. Meeting with me is also the best way to find out how to improve your performance in class and on papers. If you are having (or expect to have) any problems with the course, please do us both a huge favor and talk with me as soon as possible. You may drop in, but to ensure that I am available, please make an appointment. 
Schedule:

Note: Assignments are listed on the day they are due, not the day you’re supposed to start them. 

	1
	T
	8/30:
	Introduction: the major, the portfolio, John Milton, Paradise Lost. 
Pick up glossaries of literary terms.

	
	Th
	9/01:
	Paradise Lost 1 — Hell (read lines 1-363)

	
	
	
	

	2
	T
	9/06:
	PL 1 continued (finish reading Book 1). Beginning Reflection Due. 
Pick up handouts: 4 Categories, Interpretive Exercise.
Go over 4 Categories and do in-class exercise.
[Add/drop ends 9/7]

	
	Th
	9/08:
	PL 1 continued. Go over interpretive exercise. 
Bring Portfolio Binders to Class.

	
	
	
	

	3
	T
	9/13:
	Paradise Lost 2 — Demonic council and Satan’s journey 

Interpretive Exercise Due.

	
	Th
	9/15:
	PL 2 continued. Handouts on literary terms.

	
	
	
	

	4
	T
	9/20:
	Paradise Lost 3 — Heaven; Satan reaches earth

	
	Th
	9/22:
	Paradise Lost 4 — Eden; Adam and Eve 

Pick up JPA and paper assignment handouts

	
	
	
	

	5
	T
	9/27:
	Catch up on PL; discuss paper-writing and handouts. 

	
	Th
	9/29:
	Paradise Lost 5 — Raphael’s visit; war in heaven story begins

	
	
	
	

	6
	T
	10/04:
	Paradise Lost 6 — War in heaven story concludes 

	
	Th
	10/06:
	Paradise Lost 7 — Earth’s creation story 
Short Analytical Paper Due.

	
	
	
	

	7
	T
	10/11:
	Paper post-mortem (writing handouts as needed); catch up on PL. 

	
	Th
	10/13:
	Paradise Lost 8 — Eve’s origin story; last words with Raphael

	
	
	
	

	8
	T
	10/18:
	Paradise Lost 9  — The Fall 

	
	Th
	10/20:
	Library databases (MLA, OED, EEBO); MLA style; plagiarism; go over annotated bibliography assignment.

	
	
	
	

	9
	T
	10/25:
	PL 9 continued

	
	Th
	10/27:
	Paradise Lost 10 — Aftermath.

	
	
	
	


	10
	T
	11/01:
	Catch up on PL; go over research paper assignment; paper prep.
Annotated Bibliography Due.

	
	Th
	11/03:
	Paradise Lost 11-12 — Michael’s visit; the future.

	
	
	
	[Withdrawal deadline 11/7.]

	11
	T
	11/08:
	Catch up on PL; bibliography post-mortem; paper prep

	
	Th
	11/10:
	The Satan Debate: Norton 389, 394, 401-436. 


Read for the main point of each, and the positions they argue against.

	
	
	
	

	12
	T
	11/15:
	God: Norton 437-449; locate and read/skim my article on PL, “Poetic Justice.”

	
	Th
	11/17:
	Adam and Eve: Norton 449-476, 501-520

	
	
	
	

	13
	T
	11/22:
	Paper Prep. Schedule Conferences.

	
	Th
	11/24:
	THANKSGIVING — NO CLASS

	
	
	
	

	14
	T
	11/29:
	Research Paper Draft/Retro Outline Due. Paper Conferences (6 minute)

	
	Th
	12/01:
	Paper Conferences (6 minute)

	
	
	
	

	15
	T
	12/06:
	Workshop

	
	Th
	12/08:
	Meet in LA 4101. Research Paper Due. Last class; course evals; go over presentations.

	
	
	
	

	**
	Th
	12/15:
	FINAL EXAM 12:30-2:30pm. Five minute presentations.


( HAVE A GOOD BREAK! (
General Course Policies and Expectations

(a.k.a. the fine print)

Joel Slotkin — All Courses (last updated 2/2016)

Communications: Email is the best way to reach me. Check your Towson email regularly; I will use that for any important messages and announcements. (For security and confidentiality reasons, OTS recommends that professors only respond to student emails that are sent from Towson accounts.) Cell phones and other electronic devices should be silenced in class. Do not distract yourself or others; use politeness and common sense.  

Some things you will need: A stapler, access to a decent English dictionary (print or online), reliable access to a computer, printer, and the internet, a towson.edu email account, and some safe method of backing up your data. Back up your files frequently while you are working, and keep copies of assignments after you turn them in. Failure to back up your work will not excuse a late paper. 

Students with special needs: Students needing accommodation due to a disability should see me during office hours as soon as possible, so that I have time to make the appropriate arrangements. Please bring with you a letter from Disability Support Services authorizing your accommodation. 

Excused Absences: University policy allows excused absences for the following reasons:

· illness or injury when the student is unable to attend class;

· religious observance where the nature of the observance prevents the student from attending class;

· participation in University activities at the request of University authorities (e.g., Intercollegiate Athletics, Forensics Team, Dance Company, etc.);

· compelling verifiable circumstances beyond the control of the student.

There is a limit to the number of absences I can excuse.

Note: Students with significant, contagious illnesses (e.g. a fever) are encouraged — and may in some cases be required — to take excused absences while they are contagious.  

Documenting Absences: Students requesting an excused absence must provide documentation to the instructor two weeks prior to the scheduled absence when known in advance, and as soon as possible when not known in advance. Documentation should be from an appropriate source, include your name, and cover the dates of the classes to be excused. I will need to keep a copy of the documentation, but electronic images are acceptable. Towson has a specific “Bereavement Procedure,” available at http://www.towson.edu/studentaffairs/policies/, which allows you several days off and allows you to submit documentation to a central office rather than to each of your professors individually.

If you miss class for a legitimate reason but without documentation (e.g. an illness that does not require seeing a doctor), I will decide whether to excuse it on a case-by-case basis at the end of the semester, in the context of your total attendance record: how many classes you have missed, why you missed them, and how well you have communicated with me about absences. 

Partial Absences: Even if you will be missing a significant part of class, you should still try to attend as much of that class as possible, in order to maximize your learning (and participation grade). For example, you should not skip the second half of a class because you are running late and have already missed the first half. If you know that you will need to arrive late or leave early, you should notify me in advance, if possible. Try to sit near the door and enter and leave quietly. 

Late work: Typically, I accept late work with a penalty of one full letter grade per week, prorated for fractions of weeks. To minimize the late penalty, please send me an electronic copy as soon as the work is done, and then provide a hard copy to my mailbox or in class as soon as possible. I may not accept work if it is late beyond a certain point.

Extensions/Rescheduling Exams: I do not routinely grant extensions (i.e. accept late work without a penalty), but you will have a better chance the earlier you ask and the more significant, unavoidable, and well-documented the problem is. Exams and major group presentations can only be rescheduled or made up under extraordinary circumstances and with the appropriate documentation (e.g. a physician’s letter). 

Plagiarism: Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will receive a grade of F in the course. The incident will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. Please read Towson’s “Student Academic Integrity Policy,” available in the Undergraduate Catalog (appendix F) or online at: http://www.towson.edu/studentaffairs/policies/.

Retaking the Course: By University policy, students may retake this course only once without the express permission of the Academic Standards Committee. 
Campus-Wide Emergencies: Some University-wide emergencies may involve significant changes in course requirements, including the timing and location of classes. For general emergency information, consult http://www.towson.edu or call (410) 704-2000. Sign up for text message alerts at http://www.towson.edu/adminfinance/facilities/police/campusemergency/. Check your Towson email and my web page for course-specific information.

Grading Policy: Exams will be graded on a 100 point scale. Letter-grades on essays and other major assignments will be converted to a percentage in order to calculate the final grade. This final percentage grade will be converted to a letter grade for posting to your transcript. The final course grade contributes to your GPA as shown (these numbers are taken from the Registrar’s website). Note that C- and D- are not available as final grades, and FX is only available as a final grade (it is used for students who stop attending class without dropping). I have also included characterizations of what an essay at each grade level should look like.

	% to ABC
	LetterGrade
	ABC

to %
	GPA
	Essay Characteristics

	93-100
	A
	95
	4.00 
	Demonstrates originality, depth of thought, and superior clarity of structure and expression. 

	90-92
	A-
	92
	3.67 
	

	87-89
	B+
	88
	3.33 
	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text and a productive analytical response to it, as well as clarity of structure and expression. 

	83-86
	B
	85
	3.00 
	

	80-82
	B-
	82
	2.67 
	

	77-79
	C+
	78
	2.33 
	Displays a competent understanding of the subject and a basically coherent presentation. 

	73-76
	C
	75
	2.00
	

	70-72
	C-
	72
	n/a
	

	67-69
	D+
	68
	1.33 
	Displays only a partial grasp of the topic and/or significant problems with style/organization.

	63-66
	D
	65
	1.00 
	

	60-62
	D-
	62
	n/a
	

	<60
	F
	55
	0.00 
	Content and/or form do not fulfill some of the fundamental requirements of the assignment. 

	n/a
	FX
	n/a
	0.00
	


Course Evaluations: Course evaluations are your opportunity to provide feedback on how this class went, what worked, and what could be improved. They are very important to me and to the University. You will receive an email at your towson.edu address allowing you to access the online evaluation forms. There is a specific window of time during which you can submit evaluations, typically a two week period ending on the last day of classes. 

