Scene Performance Assignment — Slotkin
See syllabus for due dates
Each group is responsible for preparing for the performance on its own — though you should feel free to consult me at any time. Some things you will need to take care of:
· Scheduling rehearsals and meetings outside of class. 

· Developing an interpretation of the scene and of each character.
· Casting. In the early modern theater, boys played the women’s parts, so you should feel free to cast men as women and vice versa — in fact, you will probably need to.

· Memorizing lines, and delivering them convincingly. Make sure you understand every word your character speaks!
· Staging and blocking. 

· Costumes and props. You’ll need some kind of costumes and props. Creative ones that enhance the performance would be nice, but the interpretation and acting should be your top priority, so don’t spend more time (or money) on costumes than you can afford.
Elizabethan and Jacobean players rehearsed without a director, so the entire group is responsible for generating a coherent interpretation of the scene. However, since everyone should contribute equally to the performance, those with smaller parts may want to take on more responsibility for such things as staging and blocking, costumes, scheduling group meetings, etc. 

Please remember that this is one of the major assignments that you must complete to pass the course. If you have a problem with either of the performance days, please let me know immediately!
The write-up portion of the performance assignment consists of two distinct and separate parts:
Group Evaluation (less than 1 page):
Each of you should turn in a written group evaluation describing each member’s contribution to the assignment, in 1-3 sentences per person. This will help alert me to group members who did not participate fully in rehearsals or otherwise failed to pull their own weight, as well as allowing me to recognize behind-the-scenes contributions that group members may have made. Please keep in mind that this evaluation pertains to the effort and participation of group members in the rehearsals, not to the quality of their performance or their acting skill. Print the evaluation on a separate page from the analytical paper. 
Analytical Response Paper (2 pages):

This paper is your opportunity to reflect analytically on your performance and to explain to me the thinking behind your acting and directing choices. You should be able to start writing it before the day of the performance. Please respond concisely but thoughtfully to the following questions:
· What interpretive questions or problems (thematic, psychological, etc.) did your character and scene raise? How would different answers to these questions affect the scene’s meaning?
· How did you and your group decide to interpret the scene and characters? Why? Make sure to discuss your interpretation of your own character’s motivations, emotions, and goals. 
· Once you decided on the meaning of the scene, what casting, acting, or staging choices did you use to convey that meaning? 
· What did you learn from the final performance? Did it seem to have the effect you intended? Why or why not? 
· After putting your theories into practice, how (if at all) would you change your interpretation, either in terms of how you understand your character and the scene, or the acting/staging techniques you used to convey your ideas?
