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Syllabus for “Shakespeare for Non-Majors”
English 205/001, Spring 2008
Professor: 


Joel Slotkin




Class Meetings: 
TTh 2:00-3:15, LI 115

[Please arrive on time.]

Office Hours: 
TTh 3:30-4:30 and by appointment 

Office: 


Linthicum 201-J, (410) 704-2863
[Don’t leave assignments here.]

Mailbox:


Linthicum 218-D




Email:


jslotkin@towson.edu


[The best way to reach me.]

Course Overview: 
Shakespeare holds a unique position in modern culture as the most respected literary author in the English language. Yet Shakespeare earned his exalted reputation partly because he did not aim to write “literature” most of the time. He wrote his plays not for eternity, but to be performed by his company, and to attract a variety of audience members, from monarchs and aristocrats all the way to uneducated laborers barely able to afford the price of admission. 
In this course, we will study a range of Shakespeare’s plays, from his funniest comedies to his greatest tragedies, and discuss some of the psychological, social, political, and philosophical issues that the plays raise. We will try to demystify Shakespeare’s often difficult language and to understand why these plays were — and still are — so popular. 

For Shakespeare, the plays were not words on the page, but living performances, and as part of our efforts to bring Shakespeare to life, you will all have the opportunity to perform a scene from a Shakespeare play. I expect you to develop your own informed opinions about these works, and I hope that in the process you will also learn to enjoy them — these plays were written to be entertaining! 
Required Text: 
The Complete Pelican Shakespeare. Ed. Orgel & Braunmuller. NY: Penguin, 2002. 
[Please try to get this edition; you’ll have to clear other editions with me individually.]
Course Requirements:

· 10%: Class Participation (includes attendance, reading, discussion and other classroom activities, possible reading quizzes)

· 30%: Midterm Exam 

· 20%: Scene Performance (in groups, plus individual short reflection paper)

· 40%: Final Exam 

You must complete all major assignments and maintain an adequate attendance record to pass the course. Late work will be penalized.

Attendance – Attendance is required and represents a significant portion of your participation grade. Lateness counts as at least 1/3 of an absence, more if you are very late. Unexcused absences will limit how high your participation grade can be. Four absences would place your participation grade in the C range at best; five would give you an F for participation. If you accumulate six or more unexcused absences, you will automatically fail the course. Please warn me if you plan to miss class, come late, or leave early, regardless of whether the absence is excused. 

Reading – You must allow time to read carefully and think about what you’ve read. Take notes while you read, and pay attention to how formal issues and figurative language affect the content, as well as to cultural and historical issues raised by the text. Before each class, you should come up with observations or questions about the reading. I may give quizzes, with or without warning, to make sure everyone is keeping up with the reading. 

Discussion – Please come to every class prepared to discuss the reading. Active, productive participation in discussion is required and graded. Public speaking is an important skill, and discussion often brings out ideas that you could not have formulated alone. If you have difficulty participating, you should talk to me about it in office hours. Although participation is ultimately your responsibility, I may call on people who do not talk much, and I will also try to create an atmosphere where everyone can feel comfortable sharing their ideas. 

Exercises – In addition to the major assignments listed, I may assign various short exercises (either in class or out of class) throughout the semester, as needed. 

Scene Performance – You will participate in a production of a scene from a play we read this semester. You will be assigned a group and a scene with which to work. These assignments may be negotiable if a group has strong feelings about a particular work. Once each group has a scene, it will then have to meet on its own time to determine what reading of each scene is implicit in its performance, what it hopes to convey about that particular scene and how it goes about doing so, and what blocking/costuming decisions it must make. Performances will be held the penultimate week of class. Keep in mind that participation in the performance is required to pass the course, and that the performances will be virtually impossible to reschedule once you are committed. To supplement the performance, each group member will write a very brief group evaluation and a short (3-4 page or so) analysis of your interpretive choices, why you made those choices, and what effects they had.  

Exams – The mid-term and final examinations will require a detailed knowledge of the reading as well as what has been discussed in class, and they will be closed-book. In addition to testing your comprehension of the material, they will provide an opportunity for you to think synthetically about several of the texts we have studied.
Office Hours – Visiting me in office hours is the best way to find out how to improve your performance in class and on papers. Finally, if you are having any problems with the course, remember that talking to me will always produce better results than not talking to me. I hope that each of you will come by at least once!

Schedule:

Please note: Assignments are listed on the day they are due, not the day you’re supposed to start them. You should read the entire play before our first discussion of it, unless instructed otherwise.
	1
	T
	1/29:
	Introduction

	
	Th
	1/31:
	Background

	
	
	 
	

	2
	T
	2/5:
	Richard III 

	
	Th
	2/7:
	Richard III 

	
	
	
	

	3
	T
	2/12:
	Henry IV Part 1; scene assignments

	
	Th
	2/14: 
	Henry IV Part 1

	
	
	
	

	4
	T
	2/19:
	Much Ado About Nothing

	
	Th
	2/21:
	Much Ado About Nothing (watch first part of film)

	
	
	
	

	5
	T
	2/26:
	Much Ado About Nothing (watch 2nd part of film)

	
	Th
	2/28:
	Performance Workshop

	
	
	
	

	6
	T
	3/4:
	Twelfth Night 

	
	Th
	3/6:
	Twelfth Night; Midterm Review

	
	
	
	

	7
	T
	3/11:
	Midterm Exam (bring bluebooks)

	
	Th
	3/13:
	Performance Workshop

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	SPRING BREAK — Memorize lines

	
	
	
	

	8
	T
	3/25:
	Hamlet

	
	Th
	3/27:
	Hamlet (film excerpts)

	
	
	
	

	9
	T
	4/1:
	Performance Workshop

	
	Th
	4/3:
	Macbeth

	
	
	
	


	10
	T
	4/8:
	Performance Workshop

	
	Th
	4/10:
	Macbeth

	
	
	
	

	11
	T
	4/15:
	Othello

	
	Th
	4/17:
	Othello (film excerpts?)

	
	
	
	

	12
	T
	4/22:
	The Tempest

	
	Th
	4/24:
	The Tempest; can begin working (at home) on performance write-up

	
	
	
	

	13
	T
	4/29:
	Dress Rehearsals

	
	Th
	5/1:
	Exam Review

	
	
	
	

	14
	T
	5/6:
	Scene Performances

	
	Th
	5/8:
	Scene Performances

	
	
	
	

	15
	T
	5/13:
	Final thoughts; course evaluation; exam review. Performance Write-up Due (2 parts).

	
	
	
	

	**
	M
	5/19:
	FINAL EXAM, 12:30-2:30 pm. Bring bluebooks.     ( HAVE A GOOD BREAK! (



