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Syllabus for “Introduction to Studying English”
English 200/004, Spring 2014
Professor: 


Joel Slotkin




Class Meetings: 
TTh 2:00-3:15, LA 4316


Office Hours: 
TTh 3:30-4:30 and by appointment 

Office: 


LA 5356, (410) 704-2863

Mailbox:


LA 4210 (the English department office)


Email:


jslotkin@towson.edu



[The best way to reach me.]

Website:


http://pages.towson.edu/jslotkin/

Course Overview: 

This course serves as an introduction to the English major. We will discuss the nature and history of the discipline of English or literary studies: what we study, how we study it, and why. This course will provide you with specific skills, concepts, and resources that will help you as you proceed in the English major, including practice with MLA style, some important databases for the field, collaborative work, and oral presentations. This course is also your opportunity to start your major portfolio, which is a collection of your best work as an English major and an important part of the major program. 

Most of all, we will focus on literary and textual analysis — how to read texts analytically and how to write analytical papers. To give you a sense of the variety of material we study, we will read a variety of genres, including a novel, a play, short stories, and poetry, and even do a bit of work with non-literary texts. In the process, we will explore different critical and theoretical perspectives on these texts. 
Most of our readings focus on the theme of “literature and influence.” They depict characters who are transformed — or seek to transform others — through art and language. They pose questions about what language and art can or should do to influence people and the world. 

Required Texts: 

English Major Portfolio binder

Donne, John. Selected Poems. NY: Dover Publications, 1993. 

Shakespeare, William. Othello. 
Wilde, Oscar. The Picture of Dorian Gray. 

Borges, Jorge Luis. Labyrinths: Selected Stories & Other Writings. 

Recommended Text: 

Hacker, Diana. Rules for Writers. 
Course Requirements:

· 15%: Midterm Exam 

· 25%: Analytical Essay (2000 words)
· 15%: Group Presentation and Paper
· 20%: Final Exam 

· 25%: Class Participation — includes attendance, reading, discussion, paper preparation (drafts, outlines, peer editing), and all other in-class or homework exercises.
You must complete all major assignments, establish a portfolio with a beginning reflection, and maintain an adequate attendance record to pass the course. Late work will be penalized.

Attendance — Attendance is required and represents a significant portion of your participation grade. Lateness counts as at least 1/3 of an absence, more if you are very late. Unexcused absences will limit how high your participation grade can be. Four absences would place your participation grade in the C range at best; five would give you an F for participation. If you accumulate six or more unexcused absences, you will automatically fail the course. Please warn me if you plan to miss class, come late, or leave early, regardless of whether the absence is excused. 

Reading — You must allow time to read carefully and think about what you’ve read. Take notes while you read, and pay attention to how formal issues and figurative language affect the content, as well as to cultural and historical issues raised by the text. Before each class, you should come up with observations or questions about the reading. I may give quizzes, with or without warning, to make sure everyone is keeping up with the reading. 

Discussion — Please come to every class prepared to discuss the reading. Active, productive participation in discussion is required and graded. Public speaking is an important skill, and discussion often brings out ideas that you could not have formulated alone. If you have difficulty participating, you should talk to me about it in office hours. Although participation is ultimately your responsibility, I may call on people who do not talk much, and I will also try to create an atmosphere where everyone can feel comfortable sharing their ideas. 

Exercises — In addition to the major assignments listed, I will assign various exercises (either in class or out of class) throughout the semester, as needed. 

Peer Editing — You will be expected to read and respond to some of your classmates’ essays. 

Analytical Essay — In order to focus on improving both your writing process and your final product, this essay will involve several stages of revision. You will need to submit your final version to me both in hard copy and electronically, in MS Word or RTF format. 

Portfolio — You will need to purchase the official binder for your major portfolio and write (and revise) a short reflection essay about your goals for the major. 
Group Project — You will produce a group in-class presentation and paper in which you collaboratively analyze a non-literary “text.” 
Exams — The mid-term and final examinations will require a detailed knowledge of the reading as well as what has been discussed in class, and they will be closed-book. In addition to testing your comprehension of the material, they will provide an opportunity for you to think analytically about several of the texts we have studied.

Office Hours — Visiting me in office hours is the best way to find out how to improve your performance in class and on papers. Finally, if you are having any problems with the course, remember that talking to me will always produce better results than not talking to me. I hope that each of you will come by at least once!

Schedule:

Note: Assignments are listed on the day they are due, not the day you’re supposed to start them. 

	1
	T
	1/28:
	Introduction; the discipline and the major. Canon, Period, and Genre. 
Handout: Literary Timeline.

	
	Th
	1/30:
	Donne: A Valediction: of Weeping (15), The Canonization (5).
Poetry Handouts: Critical Terms for Poetic Analysis, Meter, Figurative Language, Donne Notes and Analogues.

	
	
	
	

	2
	T
	2/04:
	Donne: *The Sun Rising (4), Break of Day (11) and Romeo and Juliet passage, The Apparition (21) and Sidney passage.
Donne: Handout: Scansion Exercise. 
Beginning Reflection Due [personal/persuasive essay]. 
[Add/drop deadline]


	
	Th
	2/06:
	Donne: The Flea (16) and Drummond flea poems, Elegy XIX (37).
Handout: 4 Categories.

	
	
	
	

	3
	T
	2/11:
	Donne: Holy Sonnets XIII, *XIV, XVIII (64, 65).
Discuss Group Project.

	
	Th
	2/13:
	Othello, Act 1

	
	
	
	

	4
	T
	2/18:
	Othello, read entire play.

	
	Th
	2/20:
	Othello

	
	
	
	

	5
	T
	2/25:
	Othello

	
	Th
	2/27:
	MIDTERM EXAM. Bring bluebooks.

	
	
	
	

	6
	T
	3/04:
	Dorian Preface, Chapters 1-3
Discuss paper assignment / topics.

	
	Th
	3/06:
	Dorian Ch. 4-6. 
Writing: JPA 1

	
	
	
	

	7
	T
	3/11:
	Dorian Ch. 7-10.

	
	Th
	3/13:
	Dorian Ch. 11-13.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	SPRING BREAK 

	
	
	
	

	8
	T
	3/25:
	Dorian Ch. 14-18. 

	
	Th
	3/27:
	Dorian Ch. 19-20.

	
	
	
	

	9
	T
	4/01:
	1st Draft Due. Writing: JPA 2. 

	
	Th
	4/03:
	Yes, And / Yeah, But Exercise.

Quotation Workshop.

	
	
	
	


	10
	T
	4/08:
	2nd Draft Due. Fallacies. JPA 3. MLA style. Databases: MLA, OED, EEBO. 

	
	Th
	4/10:
	Claims Workshop.

 [Substitute teacher.] [Withdrawal deadline] 

	
	
	
	

	11
	T
	4/15:
	Peer Editing — In Class

	
	Th
	4/17:
	Analytical Paper Due. Group Project meetings.

	
	
	
	

	12
	T
	4/22:
	Borges: Garden of Forking Paths (19).

	
	Th
	4/24:
	Borges: Lottery in Babylon (30), Pierre Menard (36).



	
	
	
	

	13
	T
	4/29:
	Borges: Library of Babel (51), Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius (3).

	
	Th
	5/01:
	Borges: Death and the Compass (76), Deutsches Requiem (141).

	
	
	
	

	14
	T
	5/06:
	Group Presentations

	
	Th
	5/08:
	Group Presentations

	
	
	
	

	15
	T
	5/13:
	Last class; exam review. 
Revised Reflection Due [attach original essay with my comments!].

	
	
	
	

	**
	M
	5/19:
	FINAL EXAM 10:15 am-12:15 pm. Bring bluebooks.     




( HAVE A GOOD BREAK! (

General Course Policies and Expectations

(a.k.a. the fine print)

Joel Slotkin — All Courses (last updated 8/2012)

Communications: Email is the best way to reach me. Check your Towson email regularly; I will use that for any important messages and announcements. (For security and confidentiality reasons, OTS recommends that professors only respond to student emails that are sent from Towson accounts.) Cell phones and other electronic devices should be silenced in class. Do not distract yourself or others; use politeness and common sense.  

Some things you will need: A stapler, access to a decent English dictionary, reliable access to a computer, printer, and the internet, a towson.edu email account, and some safe method of backing up your data. Back up your files frequently while you are working, and keep copies of assignments after you turn them in. Failure to back up your work will not excuse a late paper. 

Students with special needs: Students needing accommodation due to a disability should see me during office hours as soon as possible, so that I have time to make the appropriate arrangements. Please bring with you a statement from Disability Support Services authorizing your accommodation. 

Excused Absences: University policy allows excused absences for the following reasons:

· illness or injury when the student is unable to attend class;

· religious observance where the nature of the observance prevents the student from attending class;

· participation in University activities at the request of University authorities (e.g., Intercollegiate Athletics, Forensics Team, Dance Company, etc.);

· compelling verifiable circumstances beyond the control of the student.

Students requesting an excused absence must provide documentation to the instructor two weeks prior to the scheduled absence when known in advance, and as soon as possible when not known in advance. There is a limit to the number of absences I can excuse. Note: Students with significant, contagious illnesses are encouraged—and may in some cases be required—to take excused absences while they are contagious, even if they are physically able to attend class.  

Partial Absences: Even if you will be missing a significant part of class, you should still try to attend as much of that class as possible, in order to maximize your learning (and participation grade). For example, you should not skip the second half of a class because you are running late and have already missed the first half. If you know that you will need to arrive late or leave early, you should notify me in advance, if possible. Try to sit near the door and enter and leave quietly. 

Campus-Wide Emergencies: Some University-wide emergencies may involve significant changes in course requirements, including the timing and location of classes. For general emergency information, consult http://www.towson.edu or call (410) 704-2000. Sign up for text message alerts at http://www.towson.edu/adminfinance/facilities/police/campusemergency/. Check your Towson email and my web page for course-specific information.

Rescheduling Exams: Exams and major group presentations can only be rescheduled or made up under extraordinary circumstances and with the appropriate documentation (e.g. a physician’s letter). 

Plagiarism: Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will receive a grade of F in the course. The incident will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. Please read Towson’s Student Academic Integrity Policy, available in the Undergraduate Catalog (appendix F) or online at: http://www.towson.edu/provost/resources/studentacademic.asp.

Retaking the Course: By University policy, students may retake this course only once without the express permission of the Academic Standards Committee. 
Grading Policy: Exams will be graded on a 100 point scale. Letter-grades on essays and other major assignments will be converted to a percentage in order to calculate the final grade. This final percentage grade will be converted to a letter grade for posting to your transcript. The final course grade contributes to your GPA as shown (these numbers are taken from the Registrar’s website). Note that C- and D- are not available as final grades, and FX is only available as a final grade (it is used for students who stop attending class without dropping). I have also included characterizations of what an essay at each grade level should look like.

	% to ABC
	LetterGrade
	ABC

to %
	GPA
	Essay Characteristics

	93-100
	A
	95
	4.00 
	Demonstrates originality, depth of thought, and superior clarity of structure and expression. 

	90-92
	A-
	92
	3.67 
	

	87-89
	B+
	88
	3.33 
	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text and a productive analytical response to it, as well as clarity of structure and expression. 

	83-86
	B
	85
	3.00 
	

	80-82
	B-
	82
	2.67 
	

	77-79
	C+
	78
	2.33 
	Displays a competent understanding of the subject and a basically coherent presentation. 

	73-76
	C
	75
	2.00
	

	70-72
	C-
	72
	n/a
	

	67-69
	D+
	68
	1.33 
	Displays only a partial grasp of the topic and/or significant problems with style/organization.

	63-66
	D
	65
	1.00 
	

	60-62
	D-
	62
	n/a
	

	<60
	F
	55
	0.00 
	Content and/or form do not fulfill some of the fundamental requirements of the assignment. 

	n/a
	FX
	n/a
	0.00
	


Course Evaluations: Course evaluations are your opportunity to provide feedback on how this class went, what worked, and what could be improved. They are very important to me and to the University. You will receive an email at your towson.edu address allowing you to access the online evaluation forms. There is a specific window of time during which you can submit evaluations, typically a two week period ending on the last day of classes. Students who complete the online evaluations will be able to see their final grades as soon as they become available. Otherwise, the grades will be held until 10 days after the end of the exam period.
