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Syllabus for “British Renaissance Literature”
English 323/023, Fall 2006
Professor: 


Joel Slotkin




Class Meetings: 
TTh 9:30-10:45, Linthicum 213
[Please arrive on time.]

Office Hours: 
MW 12:30-1:45 and by appointment
[TTh times also negotiable.]
Office: 


Linthicum 201-J, (410) 704-2863
[Don’t leave assignments here.]

Mailbox:


Linthicum 218-D




Email:


jslotkin@towson.edu


[The best way to reach me.]

Course Overview: 
In this course, we will study a wide variety of literature from the 16th century, the period that gave birth to Shakespeare. At the beginning of the 1500’s, Thomas More chose to write Utopia in Latin rather than English in order to reach a wider audience; by the turn of the century English had more or less attained its modern form and some of its greatest literary works had already been written. 
We will look at the 16th century through the lens of the two names that scholars have given it. As the “Renaissance,” it represents a recovery of the art and learning of the Classical past. As the “early modern period,” it represents the rise of many historical and cultural forces that have come to define the world we live in today: science, religious fundamentalism, colonialism, and capitalism. We will read two long works. The first is Utopia, an early text that uses the discovery of new societies in the New World as a way of rethinking the corruptions of European governments. The second is Spenser’s allegorical epic The Faerie Queene, a vast and complex narrative poem written at the end of the century, whose archaic language and Arthurian plot elements look back to the medieval past. We will also spend considerable time working with Elizabethan sonnets; in addition to close reading them as lyrics, we will also consider Petrarchan concepts of love and gender and their relationship to Elizabethan politics.
Besides giving you some familiarity with a specific period in English literary history, this course will also help develop skills appropriate to the study of literature more generally. These skills include textual analysis, constructing cogent arguments supported by evidence, the capacity to imaginatively inhabit historically and culturally different perspectives, and the ability to reflect critically on those perspectives. I expect you to develop your own informed opinions about these works, and I hope that in the process you will also learn to enjoy them!

Required Text: 

The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 8th ed. Volume B: The Sixteenth Century / The Early Seventeenth Century. Ed. Stephen Greenblatt. NY: W. W. Norton, 2006. [Note: the 8th edition comes in two versions. I ordered volume B of the 6-volume set (numbered A-F), but volume 1 of the 2 volume set (numbered 1-2) should contain the same material. Just make sure the volume you buy is the 8th edition and has the 16th century in it.] 
Course Requirements:

· 20%: Class Participation (includes attendance, reading, discussion and other classroom activities, possible reading quizzes, peer editing)

· 20%: Midterm Exam 

· 30%: Analytical Essay (8-10 pages, plus first draft which will be collaboratively peer edited)

· 30%: Final Exam 

You must complete all major assignments and maintain an adequate attendance record to pass the course. Late work will be penalized.

Attendance – Attendance is required and represents a significant portion of your participation grade. Lateness counts as at least 1/3 of an absence, more if you are very late. Unexcused absences will limit how high your participation grade can be. Four absences would place your participation grade in the C range at best; five would give you an F for participation. If you accumulate six or more unexcused absences, you will automatically fail the course. Please warn me if you plan to miss class, to come late, or to leave early, regardless of whether the absence is excused. 

Reading – You must allow time to read carefully and think about what you’ve read. Take notes while you read, and pay attention to how formal issues and figurative language affect the content, as well as to cultural and historical issues raised by the text. Before each class, you should come up with observations or questions about the reading. I may give quizzes, with or without warning, to make sure everyone is keeping up with the reading. 

Discussion – Please come to every class prepared to discuss the reading. Active, productive participation in discussion is required and graded. Public speaking is an important skill, and discussion often brings out ideas that you could not have formulated alone. If you have difficulty participating, you should talk to me about it in office hours. Although participation is ultimately your responsibility, I may call on people who do not talk much, and I will also try to create an atmosphere where everyone can feel comfortable sharing their ideas. 

Exercises – In addition to the major assignments listed, I may assign various short exercises (either in class or out of class) throughout the semester, as needed; for example, rehearsing and “performing” a sonnet.
Peer Editing – You will be expected to read and respond to some of your classmates’ essays. 

Essay – There will be one analytical essay of 8-10 pages; you will also be required to write a first draft which your peers will comment on. You will need to submit your final version to me in hard copy and electronically, in MS Word or RTF format. 

Exams – The mid-term and final examinations will require a detailed knowledge of the reading as well as what has been discussed in class, and they will be closed-book. In addition to testing your comprehension of the material, they will provide an opportunity for you to think synthetically about several of the texts we have studied.
Office Hours – Visiting me in office hours is the best way to find out how to improve your performance in class and on papers. Finally, if you are having any problems, remember that talking to me will always produce better results than not talking to me. I hope that each of you will come by at least once!

Schedule:

Note: Assignments are listed on the day they are due, not the day you’re supposed to start them.
	1
	T
	8/29:
	Introduction

	
	Th
	8/31:
	Background: Renaissance vs. Early Modern; England and Italy
Roger Ascham, The Schoolmaster, Sir Thomas Hoby, The Courtier (641-661).

	
	
	
	

	2
	T
	9/05:
	Renaissance Literary Theory: Sidney, The Defense of Poesy (953-974).

	
	Th
	9/07:
	Humanism and Politics in the Old World: More, Utopia Book 1 (521-545).

	
	
	
	

	3
	T
	9/12:
	Brave New World?: More, Utopia Book 2 (545-590)

	
	Th
	9/14:
	New World Voyages: Ralegh et al. (923-943)

	
	
	
	

	4
	T
	9/19:
	Renaissance Lyric; the Petrarchan Sonnet: Wyatt (592-606)

	
	Th
	9/21:
	Surrey (608-615) 

	
	
	
	

	5
	T
	9/26:
	Petrarchan Politics: Elizabeth I (687-703)

	
	Th
	9/28:
	Medieval Morality / Renaissance Man: Marlowe, Doctor Faustus (1023-1036)

	
	
	
	

	6
	T
	10/03:
	Marlowe, Doctor Faustus (1036-1057)

	
	Th
	10/05:
	The (Anti?) Petrarchan Sonnet: Sidney, Astrophil and Stella (975-980)

	
	
	
	

	7
	T
	10/10:
	Sidney, Astrophil and Stella (980-992). Midterm Review.

	
	Th
	10/12:
	Midterm Exam; I recommend starting the Spenser reading over the weekend. 

	
	
	
	

	8
	T
	10/17:
	Choosing a topic and thesis; in-class writing exercises

	
	Th
	10/19:
	Epic and Allegory: Spenser, The Faerie Queene intro, letter, 1.1-1.2 (714-742). 

	
	
	
	

	9
	T
	10/24:
	Allegories of Pride: The Faerie Queene 1.3-5 (742-775)

	
	Th
	10/26:
	The Faerie Queene 1.6-7 (775-797)

	
	
	
	


	10
	T
	10/31:
	Visions of Evil and Holiness: The Faerie Queene 1.8-10 (797-835)

	
	Th
	11/02:
	The Faerie Queene 1.11-12 (835-856)

	
	
	
	

	11
	T
	11/07:
	Sex and Evil Petrarchanism: The Faerie Queene 2.12, 3.12 (857-867, 892-902)

	
	Th
	11/09:
	Writing Analytical Papers; Yes, And / Yeah, But Exercise

	
	
	
	

	12
	T
	11/14:
	Draft Due; Start peer editing in class (continue at home)

	
	Th
	11/16:
	Shakespeare Sonnets 1-19: Procreation (1061-1064); Peer Editing Due

	
	
	
	

	13
	T
	11/21:
	Shakespeare Sonnets 20-126: Master/Mistress (1064-1073); Sonnet Recitation; Paper Due

	
	Th
	11/23:
	THANKSGIVING — NO CLASS.

	
	
	
	

	14
	T
	11/28:
	Shakespeare Sonnets 127-152: The Dark Lady (1073-1077)

	
	Th
	11/30:
	Shakespeare Sonnets (catch-up; conclusions)

	
	
	
	

	15
	T
	12/05:
	The future of the sonnet (readings TBA)

	
	Th
	12/07:
	Exam Review

	
	
	
	

	**
	T
	12/12: 
	FINAL EXAM, Tuesday, December 12, 8:00-10:00 am. ( HAVE A GOOD BREAK! (


