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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

The Towson Journal of International Affairs is accepting submissions for publication. The 
submission criteria is as follows: 
 

• The journal seeks to publish original arguments that show extensive, high-level research. 
 

• The primary focus and argument of a submitted manuscript should lie in the field of 
international relations. Papers focusing on domestic politics will not be considered for 
publication, unless the topic is the domestic politics that surround a given country’s 
foreign policy. 

 
• Student papers can range from 3,000 to 7,000 words (roughly 10-25 pages), with the 

ideal length falling between 5,000 and 6,000 words. 
 

• Submissions must use footnotes in accordance with the Chicago Manual of  Style. 
 

• Authors of accepted papers agree to allow the editorial board to engage in editing of the 
manuscript for style, although substantive changes will not be made. Authors will be 
given the right of final review of their manuscript, and they should expect to be in regular 
correspondence with the journal as their manuscript proceeds through each stage of the 
editing process on its way to final publication. 

 
• Paper Format: All submissions must be double spaced, 12-point font in Times New 

Roman. Pages should be numbered in the bottom right corner, have 1-inch margins, with 
left side alignment, and the paper should have a title page. The authors’ identifying 
information should be restricted to the cover page. 

 
• Authors should prepare an abstract of their work of no more than 200 words. 

 
Papers will be evaluated using both substantive and stylistic criteria. Too many problems with 
the written presentation of a work may disqualify it even if the argument or subject is 
compelling. 
 
For more information, please contact us at: 
Towson University Journal of International Affairs  
Political Science Department 
Towson University  
8000 York Road 
Towson, Maryland, 21252 
Website: www.towson.edu/iajournal  
Email: iajournal@towson.edu 

http://www.towson.edu/iajournal
mailto:iajournal@towson.edu
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
 With pleasure from all the editors serving on the Towson Journal of International Affairs, 
we present to you the first issue of our 54th volume, for the Fall 2020 semester. Included in this 
issue are two articles that navigate and explain the complexities of international relations, status-
quo power struggles, and the rise of pollution in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 In our first article, “The Power Transition Theory and the Sino-American Contention for 
Power,” current journal editor David Niebel examines the power struggle between the U.S. and 
China through the lens of the power transition theory, a geopolitical theory of conflict first 
posited by A.F.K Organski in the late 1950s. By applying the lens of geopolitical theory to these 
turbulent relations, this article is able to provide novel insights into how this struggle between 
American hegemony and Chinese revisionism might evolve in the future. Optimists might find 
Niebel’s conclusions dismaying.  
 
 In our second article, “Plastic’s Resurgence Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic,” Darius 
White, also a current journal editor, assesses how the exponential increase in plastics precipitated 
by COVID-19 has impacted the environment and the industries for oil and plastics. White’s 
nuanced argument deftly reminds us of the hard trade-offs we often have to make, in this case 
between the safety needs created by a global pandemic, on the one hand, and the environmental 
dangers and economic implications of the dependence upon single-use plastics that the pandemic 
produced, on the other.  
 
 We are proud that these two thoughtful, sophisticated articles come from in-house. Their 
relevance is clear, and the full ramifications of both of topics will not be realized for years to 
come. Both power and global influence will continue to change hands, and the possibility of 
another global pandemic cannot be ignored. The last year has generated considerable social, 
economic, and geopolitical change. These two articles are a foray into these recent global issues, 
and we hope their content provides a solid foundation upon which other scholars may build. For 
your consideration, the editors of the Towson Journal of International Affairs humbly bring you 
the Fall 2020 issue.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Everett Shirtliff 
Editor-in-Chief 
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